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26 May 1950 


SECRET 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Foreign Branch E, Area I 

SUBJECT : 



Project BGFIEND - Survey of proposed propaganda 
vessels - yachts, IRIvIAY and SERVA LE BARI. 




i. 


The subiect vessels were inspected byC— 

~t , Staff II, ISO on : 
leat dated 2 April 1950. 


Commo, and “f , Staff II, ISO on 23 and 21+ May 1950 

in accordance with your requel 

2. After a careful inspection, it was found that both vessels 
are considered to be suitable for the mission at hand. The opinion 
of the survey team is that the motor sail/ketch IRMAY is the most 
adaptable from the point of view of broadcast requirements, maneuver- 
ability, accommodations for the crew and staff and can be outfitted 
in the least time and expense, 

3. Detailed comparison of both vessels as to their suitability 
is covered by Annex. I,. Annex II is a description of the IRMAY and 
Annex IIEis a description of the SERVA LE BARI, 

1+. It appears that the owners of both vessels give as their 
reason for selling, matrimonial difficulties (wives refuse to be ' 
yacht widows). The Captain of the IRMAY indicated that Mr. Yrwin 
Cohn, the owner, is of a very changeable nature and, therefore, if nego 
tiations are contemplated, action should be starte Immediately. It 
is further suggested that an offer of about $75,Op0may result in 
closing the purchase at a figure in the neighborhood of 180,000 to 
|85,000. The purchase should be contingent upon a thorough inspection 
"on the ways" by a competent marine engineer and/or Naval architect. 

It will require at least 11+ days notice to the owner to arrange for 
this, cost to be borne by the purchaser. The IRMAY at present is 
insured by the Atlantic Mutual, 1+9 Wall Street, New York City, for 
full coverage anywhere in the world. 
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5* With respect to the SERVA LE BARI, Mr. Crockett, the owner, 
indicated that he can place the vessel "on the ways" for inspection on 
a 72 hour notice. In view of the more extensive alterations required 
to out fit the BARI for the mission, it is suggested that the offer 
price should be somewhere in the neighborhood of $50,000 and the closing 
price between $55,000 and $60,000. Mr. Crockett stated that he would 
not be willing to set the vessel "on the ways" unless we were reasonably 
sure of the sale which would only be subject to the inspection contingency. 
He offered to cover this expense, 

6. In the case of either vessel, if any additional gear, equipment 
or personnel over and above the requirements set forth in the original 
request is contemplated, it should be fully realised that the present 
accommodations will be inadequate and a larger vessel will be required. 
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7. The Captain of the IRMAY and the present crew are available 
for employment . They appear to be efficient and experienced and have 
in the past, accompanied several scientific expeditions to the 
Caribbean and South American waters. Annex IV is a list of the crew 
and their qualifications. 

8. The undersigned recommend the procurement of the IRMAY* 


Submitted 


by: , 

MSO, Staff II - 




c 



S*oject Engineer, Commo. 


Forwarded by: 




4 Incl 

Annex I - Comparative data on BARI and IHbiAY ^ 

Annex II - Description of IRMAY ^ 

Annex III - Description of SERVA LE BARI* / ' 

Annex IV - List of IRMAY crew & their qualifications ^ 

Distribution: 

1 - Chief, Area I, Foreign Branch E £ 

2 - OPS-M/S-II Working file on Project BGFIEND 

3 - Chief, Foreign Branch E, OPC (CL _")) 

4 & 5 - OPC Registry “ 

s -ii/E 3/C, 0 
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BARI 

IRMAY 

Range 

World 

3,000 

Speed (cruising) 

' 8 mph. 

13 mph. 

Max. Fuel Capacity 

1,500 

3,200 

Water Capacity 
Adequate Refrigeration 

2,5oo 

2,000 

Plant 

Yes 

Yes 

Heating Plant 

Cir .-Hot 

Cir. -Hot 


Water Sys. 

Water Sys 

Heating Fuel 

Coal 

Tank Gas 

Cooking Fuel 

Coal 

Tank Gas 

Engine Fuel 

Oil 

Oil 

Engine Type 

Single 

Twin 

Accommodations 

Fairbanks 

Morse 

Buda 

(total) 

15 

13 

Berths 

15 

12 

State Rooms 

it 

5 

Radio-Pre se nt 

Yes 

Yes 

Radio-Generator 

None 

None 


Mast Heights 

87 '-77' 

78 '-62 


Ample 

Enough 


Mast Suitability 

Yes 

Yes 

Space Suitability 



for Antenna 

Yes 

Yes 


Modifications 
(Installation Radio) 

Yes 


Yes 

Vibration 

Unknown 


Yes 

Crew required 

7 

V 

u 

Special Skill 

6 

V 

2 

Captain - Special 
Skill 

Yes 

\ 

No 

Yacht - Type 

No 


Yes 


Recommend overhaul of 
engines* 

All sleeping accommodations 
should be rearranged* 

ti 

it 

AC power plant must be in- 
stalled in both vessels. 
Major work for the AC gen- 
erator and studio required 
on BARI* 

BARI between Masts - 2 5' 
IRMAY between Masts - 39 ' 

20 ft. mast extension 
desirable and practicable 
on IRMAY. 

ii 

Both vessels require space 
change for radio station 
and work area. IRMAY re- 
v quires least remodeling. 

ti 

IRMAY requires new stern 
bearings (rubber) to 
reduce vibration. 
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ANNEX I (con't) 

Fame of Vessel 
Profile 

Maneuverability 

BARI 

Well known 

Common 

Poor 

IRMAY 

Only two of 
this type 
Rare 

Excellent 


Hull 

Steel 

Wood V 

IRMAY requires copper 

Auto* Pilot 

No 

Yes 

sheeting for broadcast 
installation. 

Availability 
for Voyage 

h wks . 

Pre sently 
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annex III 


YACHT BROKER 
SALES * CHARTERS 


GORDON RAYMOND 

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
TELEPHONE: OREGON 9-2262 


APPRAISALS - SURVEYS 
DESIGN CONSULTANT 


* ... . .. SERVA LA BARI 


p« and Rig Auxiliary. G&££ Sohoonar I Di#!*l.?.™..™.?.™.™. - -..Cylind.r! Year..™..™™.?... 


Keel or C. B ,.£•«! H. P. (tail 


...Red Gearf. -Speed... 


7-8 kn 


Deiign.r ... 


Boele Bolnea 


Dutch State Dock Yard 

Built by H&ldftr..* fiOlUaa Y*a4®B.S No. Woter TanC»...“... I. Total Ojpgyiti^ HS'r'd'Ule I 

L a 92 <0" A. 81 '0" H.w 01OV) ^ J>lue g^ on 

B.am , P.'llffill . Ml. 15l5- »l ■ W l M foT-fAtS? . 'MdW'feftfft id®*!)- f I 


Ttaro '1500 

No. Fuel Tank*..?! Total Capa city ....£7. 


Three 

nk* 


2500 


20 >10" . 10’ 8" u _.u--u-.Hot V/ater 1 fL5 t£io s 

Beam Draft- — — Heolmg Plant...... R *58B TOift i deep" 

Tonnage r..-.. 80 .1 Soil., Maker.. Age and Co^^are-194& Md COOn6J 

Iron (about 50 tons) 1947 k 1949 plus others of unknown 

Ballast: If Lead or Iron..™ .> .:. - * 


* St eel Planking >t0.l(3/Q” ) 

Flush. a 


,Sq. Feet... 


6000 


* R?vets Natural 1988- very good 

Fa*teningi.......y±..:..r:.. 1 Y.® Finish of Decks i* - Standing Rigging: Age "( 1^23 ) HOllOW S’t/8Wl 

Trunk cabin Plush - Deckhouses others V/ood-sorae 1948 

Modified 1- sailing dinghy; 1 lifeboat; 


Modified 

Style of Bow. Stylo of Stern?9.H?.™.— 

Nona 

Sixe of Cockpit If Solf-Bailtng.. 


Small Boats... 


k 1 work boat 


ample , , ample 

...Chain Z.. Cnble ... 


^ . am Six 1 5c shower 

Interior finiih.MahOg .C R.©dWOOd Headroom Crew Accommodation!.... Toilet! 


Staterooms: Single ....Double.. 


Three 


Whether Yacht is Fully Found... 


No. Berths or Extens. »n Saloon — LOCATION 

Accommodation!, Total... Nine ASKING PR 


2( Showers ) 


iN©.- Showers or Boihfr!.>..r.. , ..^.".“t...^./ No. Tolloti i 


Three 


ASKING PRICE 

charter^ 


/ft# *' 


PHOTOGRAPH 


$ Designed and 

REMARKS: (Condition, Seaworthiness, Speed, Furnishings, Equipment, Etc.) 

Built for keeping to sea for long periods. A very 
able seaboat - the finest of her type available 
today. Heavily built of the finest materials* 
Entire vessel given extensive overhaul 1947 5c 1948. 
---New steel deckhouse added. Four watertight 
steel bulkheads (watertight doors in two) . High 
steel bulwarks'. Entire vessel acoustically 3c 
thermally insulated. Hot and cold fresh and salt 
pressure water systems. New electric syfctem in- 
cluding control panel. Emergency air and bilge 
pumps* Elec, anchor windlass. Complete navigation 
equipment. Radio direction finder. Radio telephone. 
Fathometer. All wave radio broadcast receiver. 
Large galley equipped with AGA coal range. Large 
yard and oquaresail on foremast* 


SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE, COMMITMENT. WITHDRAWAL OR CHANGE IN PRICE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PARTICULARS AS CORRECT AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT. BUT NOT GUARANTEED. 
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Present Crew of IRMAY 


Captain: Matthew English 

Beacon Marine Basin 
c/o Yacht IRMAY 
Gloucester, Mass. 

Age: 31 Married, no children 

Experience: 13 years. He was a captain and first mate in the Army 

Transport Service on sea-going tugs during the war. Also 
served as captain for several private yachts in addition 
to the IRMAY. He has a very pleasing personality, appeared 
to be most competent and displayed excellent skill in 
handling the vessel during the trial run. 

First Mate: Richard Homing 

Beacon Marine Basin 
c/o Yacht IRMAY 
Gloucester, Mass. 

Age : 26 Single 

Experience: Served with the USCG during the war, considered by the 

captain to be fully qualified as navigator and has a 
thorough knowledge of the plant of the IRMAY. 


Engineer: James C, Kuhn 

132 Truxon Drive 
Miami Springs, Florida 

Age: 23 Single 

Experience: Two years in the USCG, rating Motor Machinest 3rd class, 

experience gained in diesel shops in the Miami area. 
Displayed intimate technical knowledge of the IRMAY' s 
power plant and assisted on deck. 


Cook: Thomas Anderson 

Age : 60 Single 

Experience: This man has followed the sea his entire life, is considered 

to be an excellent cook and served in that capacity on various 

SECRET 
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AMEX IV. (con't) 


vessels of the U. S. Army Transport Service during the war. 
He has no permanent address other than the IHMAY but main- 
tains a mailing address at the Cornish Anns Hotel, New York. 
He appeared very rugged and a most pleasant individual. He 
has acquired the ability to get along with people regardless 
of their station of life. 
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YACHT BROKER 
SALES - CHARTERS 


GORDON RAYMOND 

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
TELEPHONE: OREGON 9-2262 


APPRAISALS - SURVEYS 
DESIGN CONSULTANT 


2001 




Nome of Yod JBflag »x*MQRiAc m^Mrn rn y 

Twin screw DleSel^lfreSni 

fcetjoh*piggad Motor Salle* 

keel 


Type and Rig. 

Keel or C. B... 

Designer.... Wisio H« .fl&nd.# cTr*. 

Buiu by Hedgdon Bre a » 

l. O. A . 9 . 1 *. /.L W. t, 

01 * 


Yeti 


9*8’ 


Beam Draft- 

Tonnage Gross 124 _ Net- 

Ballast: If lead or Iron 


84 


lead inside 


Frame* of WhitC OldC. Planking of. double jits*. 

Fastenings... galvan. Finish of D . .b. 

Roised^or^Fluth Deck .tiOJOk. bflblA * dCCkhOUSC 


Style of Bow... 


fisherman 


..Style of Stern. 


transom 


Size of Cockpit .PPhe. If Self-Bailing... 

Interior Fin., h 01*aaE.....^..... I ^Mi .... Headroom... 

1 

Staterooms: Single Double 

1 

No. Berths or Extens. in Saloon .Tt 

8 


7* 


3 


Accommodations, Total. 


fw 

8 & ewers 


No. Shower* or Bath*..**. No. Toilet* 1 ! 


,3 eleetrie 


. , , „ . , , Buda Twin or 

Make of Eng»ne(s) Single 


DieseL MO#! 


...Cylinders Y e 


4-cycle 

H. P. <ea.j2fi!sL' Red Gear $.Q£ Speed 1.3... 


No. Fuel Tank* ® Total Capacity-.™..#-™?!^ §4 

4 2 #000 ga 

No. Water Tank. Total ^ 

How lighted Ganaratar. 

J 0 U 

Sails, Makers, Age and Cond 


Heating Plant Refrigeratior^j^^^ jf'jsrg'jj’jj 

Beckman 1939 - good 



,$q. Feet... 


1721 


_ , 1939 good 

Standing Rigging: Age and Cond • 

Spars: Age, Hollow or Solid 1.9.39 f.Ol.i.d 

pinboard and^l^outboard both i 

ample ,, ample 
"4 $SKhs 


Small Boats... 


Anchors... 


2 


...Cable 


CrewAccommoda,ion,..l..J.Mi^®°®: Toil.,,. A * 


Whether Yacht is Fully Found.. 


LOCATION 

■ /, ~ /•/. V, 

ASKING PRICE . M L J. 

CH ARTER j crew 

l - d zl ..‘.V... 


PHOTOGRAPH 



REMARKS: (Condition, Seaworthiness, Speed, Furnishings, Equipment, Etc.) 

Exceptionally able scab oat? heavy construction? 
large cruising radius* 
btteries 1949? 75-watt radio-telephone? 
i »#ctlon finder? electric anchor windlass? 
: |old pressure water system? automatic pilot 
tadeast receiver? automatic phonograph? in** 

leations - system* Very attractively arrant 

s s t g. t; & r o orn. s j 1. rr'* < ; o o n j -n r? & n ~i r; on and thq. 5. n 
deckhouse -T5' x j.5'), 

OR SALE. COMMITMENT. WITHDRAWAL OR CHANGE IN PRICE WITHOUT NOTICE 
ARS AS CORRECT AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT. BUT NOT GUARANTEED. 
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YACHT BROKER 
SALES - CHARTERS 


GORDON RAYMOND 

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
TELEPHONE: OREGON 9-2262 


APPRAISALS - SURVEYS 
DESIGN CONSULTANT 


Name of Yacht 


IRMAY ex-MORMAQ ex-VALtRII V 


ml , e ■ , . BudC Twin or tWin 

Make of EngineU) Single 


Type and Rig. 
Keel or C. B... 
Designer 


Twin screw Diesel ilrconi . 
fcetoh*rigged low SlileF 


Z°'J Diesel 


’4-eyele 


ADDA 

...Sau H* Hand, Jr. 

H. P. (ea. j*W ... 

No. Fuel Tanks 

8 

Hodgdon Bros, Ye J.939 

No. Water Tanks. 

4 

91* y\ w i 83*6* 

How Lighted 

electric 

81* 9*6* 

Draft 

Heating Plant 

y*» 


Cylinders Year.. 

ye» Speed M.. 


3,800 ge3 


Tonnage Gross .18.4 .N et 0.4... 

Ballast: .f lead or .ran ^14# 


No - Wa,er - Iotal mtNftrj (1941 

How lighted electric Genera, orM®?*»l®» 

yes . electric*!?, 

Heating Pla nt , v , R ef r i ge r a 

Sails, Makers, Age and Cond Mil 1 . 1 ... 


Frames of S^fcJC. Planking 

Fastening*...^^,^.^f,^^.f. Finish of Decks 

Raised or Flush Deck fcjCIMtnJC 

Stylo of Bow Style of Stern....^*®*®® 


..Sq. Feet... 


1781 


1030 good 


Size of Cockpit ...If Self-Bailing 

.nteriorKnish®*®*^ » HUlhOg , 

.Headroom. ^ 

1 3 

Staterooms: Single Double „ 


Standing Rigging: Age and Cond 5?. 

Spars: Age, Hollow or Solid 

1 inboard and 1 outboard both la 

Small Boats ,3 #™ !! 

8 ample L1 ample 

Anchor * 4 $$Pth» 

Crew Accommodations 1. Toilets...!. k S**!** 


Whether Yacht is Fully Found... 


No. Berths or Extens. in Saloon.., 


LOCATION 


r A:\ 


Aj ' ir&vc /V, Y\ 


Accommodations, Total ... ; 

1 tub 

No. Shower, or Bolh.1 No. Toil.,.® 


ASKING PRICE 

charterJS 


/ & . c 


PHOTOGRAPH 


REMARKS: (Condition, Seaworthiness, Speed, Furnishings, Equipment, Etc.) 

Bxeeptlemally able seaboatj heavy construction? 
extremely large cruising radius. 

Hew batteries 1849; ?S*watt radio-telephone? 
radio direction finder? electric anchor windlass ? 
hot and cold pressure water system? automatic pilot? 
radio broadcast receiver? automatic phonograph? in- 
tercommunications system. Very attractively arrange 
It/tpaoinu-s staterooms ; large dining saloon and main 
lounge ( in deckhouse - 15’ z 15’). 

SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE, COMMITMENT, WITHDRAWAL OR CHANGE IN PRICE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PARTICULARS AS CORRECT AS CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT, BUT NOT GUARANTEED. 
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